






parade, including" 



400 



« 


Rally 

J lesbian and 
three gay men who 

+ a weeA - In ~ 
after a w 
and gay ^ 
demonstration have 
issued a writ ^ 
against the Chief 
Constable of 

Kelly 

alleging assault, W 
false Imprisonment 




and 


malicious 
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GUI King, charged with assault on two policemen 


Gill 

(above) was one of 


and 


men who 



1986 in 
fail. They were 
all 

during a sit-down 
protest t 
the home 
Staffordshire 
councillor, Bill 
Brownhill who had 
said: "I * would put 
90 per cent of the 
queers in the 
ruddy 


All charges 
against the 12, 
which included 

assault on a 

police 



dropped. 
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George 
and ~ Dean 

Roughly 
got 

cm their 



_ frith 

their monthly 
gay one- 

nighter at 
~ ~ * *' ? in 

Their 
night 
250, 

which soon 
doubled and 

their July bash clocked in ovt 
met up with this personable 
duo when they began leaf letting the 
p un ters at the back end of 1987. They i 
we deserved the best and in that they 
have succeeded in taking over from “ 
Astoria left off, with a bit more style 
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EDEI FEVER 


EDEJ FEVER 


EDEM FEVER 
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TelephoneDating 
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Telephone Dating now and listen 
who want to meet new friends 
companions. 

The lines are open 24hrs a day 
7 days a week. 


FROM INSIDE LONDON 
(01 AREA) 

OUTSIDE LONDON 


0077 775 207 


0898 400 917 
0898 400 918 

MIDLANDS (ALL AREAS) 0898 400 927 

0898 400 928 


(jIKLz* rUK 


FROM INSIDE MANCHESTER 0077 775 207 

& LIVERPOOL (061 051 AREA) 

NORTH (ALL AREAS) 0898 400 967 

0898 400 968 




(ALL AREAS) 0898 400 937 

0898 400 938 

^ 2Sp(offpeak>438p (standard peak)per mm inc VAT 


limited 


DATING FREECALL 0800 269 946 
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Mike & Hark are back with a vengence at their 
new venue, Eden - formerly the Casablanca Club - 
in Greyhound Street, Vottingham, (behind Horizon 
Travel, Slab Square). After a brief break, they 

fortnightly discos on 
ill be pulling in the 

f unters, old and new once word gets around. 

hey quickly built up a loyal following from 
their brief spell at the Garage and more recently 
at the Barracuda. Their well tested music 

formula is the same, house, hip-hop, funk 
soul (dont you dare mention hi-HRG). 

The new club has two floors with places where 
you can sit and talk as well as bop.I'm going, 
are you? 

▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲ 
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Rob & Ray invite you to 


I 

r. 


I1HBE1S1 [BBia 


14 Hillcrest Street, Hanley 
Stoke-on-Trent 0782 24207 

4 BARS 

2 DANCE FLOORS 
REST A UR ANT 


C A B A R E T 


Friday 22nd JULY 

7TH AVENUE 

Friday 29th JULY 

EXCALIBUR HEAT 

MR GAY UK 

Saturday 30th JULY 

EXCALIBUR’S 2nd BIRTHDAY PARTY 

with 

MIQUEL BROWN 

Friday 5th AUGUST 

DAMIEN DAVEY 

& the Rocky. Horror Farewell Party 

Saturday 20th AUGUST 

LILY SAVAGE 

OPEN NIGHTLY FROM 20.00 to 02.00 
Sundays Lunchtimes & til 22.30 
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Rita's Cafe Ltd. 

NOW OPEN 



for tasty veyetarianfood. 
15 Goosegale Hockley. 
Above Hiziki. 



|"|m|e|t|r|o| 

Tues 12Playing Away (15) 

6.30 

Tues 12Bellman And True (15) 

9.00 

Wed 13 Raying Away (15) 

6.30 

Wed 13 Bellman And True (15) 

9.00 

Thur 14 Raying Away (15) 

6.30 

Thur 14 Beaman And True (15) 

9.00 

Fri15 lronweed(15) 

7.30 

Fri 15 The Witches Of Eastwck (18) 

11.00 

Sat 16 The Secret Of Nimh(U) 

2.00 

Sat 16 lronweed(15) 

6.00/9.00 

Sun 17 Ivan The Temble (U) 

4.30 

Sun 17 lronweed(15) 

8.30 

Tues 19lronweed (15) 

7.30 

Wed 20 Ironweed (15) 

7.30 

Thur 21 Ironweed (15) 

7.30 

Fri 22 Manon Des Sources (PG) 

8.00 

Fri 22 Jimi Hendnx 

11.00 

Sat 23 Pee Wee’s Big Adventure (U) 

2.00 

Sat 23 Manon Des Sources (PG) 

615/9.00 

Sun 24 Doctor Zhivago (PG) 

4.30 

Sun 24 Manon Des Sources (PG) 

8.30 

Sun 24 Manon Des Sources (PG) 

8.30 

Tues 26Hope and Glory (PG) 

6.30 

Tues 26Promised Land (15) 

9.00 

Wed 27 Hope and Glory (PG) 

6.30 

Wed 27 Promised Land (15) 

9.00 

Thur 28 Hope and Glory (PG) 

6.30 

Thur 28 Promised Land (15) 

9.00 

Fri 29 Snow White And The Seven 


Dwarfs (U) 

2.00/6.00 

Fri 29 Salome’s Last Dance (18) 

8.30 

Fri 29 Chinatown (18) 

11.00 

Sat 30 Snow White And The Seven 


Dwarfs (U) 

200/6.00 

Sat 30 Salome's Last Dance (18) 

8.30 

Sun 31 Snow White And The Seven 


Dwarfs (U) 

2.00 

Sun 31 The Ten Commandments (U) 

4.30 

Sun 31 Salome’s Last Dance (18) 

9.00 

Tues 2 Snow White And The Seven 


Dwarfs (U) 

200/6.00 

Tues 2 Salome’s Last Dance (18) 

8.30 

Wed 3 Snow White And The Seven 


Dwarfs (U) 

200/6.00 

Wed 3 Salome’s Last Dance (18) 

8.30 

Thur 4 Snow White And The Seven 


Dwarfs (U) 

2.00/6.00 

Thur 4 Salome's Last Dance (18) 

8.30 

j GREEN LANE. DERBY 40170 
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early forty people 

□ ._. .—. .—, ,—, ,—, •—. .—. crowded into Mushroom 

1 [ 1 I J [_J 1 bookshop to hear Fend 

■—' '—* '—' '—■ 1 — 1 1 — 1 .*— 1 Otitoju and Bob Cant 

read extracts from 
'Radical Records', a 
history of the 

bian/gay movement 

r the/ last 30 years. 
The book is available 
now from Mushroom 
Bookshop at £7 .95 

published by Routledge. 
A good read. 



UP 

is 


Ewan Roberts from 

snuggling 
you-know-who, 

sign language 
at the Gay 
Centre on King Street. 
Anyone interested ; in 
learning should get in 
touch with Ewan via 
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OURO80ROS IS MOTTINC-HAMS SWiEST KUNMING 

VE&ETftBlJN WHOIEF9SO SH0f.1T IS RUN 

COLLECTIVELY by 5 ARE commit^ 

To AN Altt&MATlv£''VAY0f WORKING* M 

TO AN ^ , op A»ie ftMri piiiCpc 


JAPANESE 

UTENSILS^ 


r ^ 

□ WROBOROS 


WHOLEFOOD COLLECTIVE 


wl* PE 5AV t 

VI Ed B SO m ES. 

WE STOCK SOYA iCE'C^E Am SUC-AR FREE 
SMACKS. SS AND SPREADS.CRUELTY- 
FREE meruiES. ENVlROMMENTAllY 
SATE CLEANING- PRODUCTS-^ EXTENSIVE 
RAM&ECf HERBS AND SPICES AND WE HAVE 
RECENTLY INTRODUCED A SELECTION OF KOOKS 

ON VEC-eftKlANlSM/VfC-ANUrtANP fimPMITICS 


SI A, MANSFIELD ROAD, NOTTINGHAM TEL 41 <1016 



FIRST TUESDAY 

IN THE MONTH IS 

GAY MIGHT 

AT 


A 


i 


* 


,-^GK 


■ H -m w ♦ 


Lesbian/Gay1ine 
550667 


on 


THE MERRION CENTRE 

LEEDS 

jj9pm-2am. ADMISSION 

ONLY £1 WITH THIS AD 

NEXT date: 

TUESDAY 2nd AUGUST 


There's a coach travelling 
from your town! 

For details telephone: 

LEEDS 758622 or 
557905 any time 


ho ro 
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WHAT WE COMER 


Subscription [6 or 
send just £1 to 

58a Broughton Street 
Edinburgh EH1 3SA 
Tel 0315572625/1662 


break, DJ Liz Bailey 
is back at the 
Dover Castle, 

Leicester on Friday 
nights. Liz has 
covered a variety of 
venues including the 
Princess Royal , 

Northampton, 


□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
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► 
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► 
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Do you recognise this bunch of 
layabouts? Well you're right its tine 
for washing the glasses at the Admiral 
Duncan, Mottingham. lever seen such a 
cheerful lot about to do the washing up 
after a good night. Their disco nights 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturdays 
continue to draw a capacity crowd and 
after ten some people will sell their 
grandad to get in. Host to a number of 
local lesbian/gay groups, their latest 
venture was a sponsored slim by Roy with 
all proceeds going to Mottingham Gay 

Over £30 has already been 

__ (Our picture shows 

Lenice, Jan (licensee) and Pete, with 
Harry and Dave bringing up the rear) 

▼ ▼ T ▼ 


Switc 


proceed 

inboard. 
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il<?\V JO PLACE. AN AP 


To place an ad In tilt next tdltlon of uetro day 
couldn't bo tasltrl All you Nava to do Is write tho 
text oxactly how you would like It to eppear, not 
forgottlno to stato undor which heading your Ad should 
appear. Oon't forgot to enclose your cheqwe/PO node 
payable to Uultt Ads. Tho rates are lOp per word 
(ninluuu 10 words) and 11,50 for a box nuubor). 
Replies will bo forwarded to you every single dayl. 


Centre and the Si 

This papular 
happy uJ mill 
you have a 


Q<?\V JO E.C.PLY JO Ahl AP 

To reply to an Ad. Singly Place your reply In a seeled 
envelope and uark tho reference nuubor IN PENCIL on 
the top right hand corner, of tho envelope. Please 
enclose 2 x 18p stoops for each reply, end send to 
dulse Ads, P 0 |y 107. Bettlunbeu . Nil ILU 

gQl.SC. APS 

Working Singer sewing uachlnes (without base) £15.00. 
Uox Nuubor 100. 

Calling all aoateur photographers I Would you like the 
chance to photograph your favourite Vulcan, Ulster or 
John Anthony nodeisT Unleash your fantasies NOW - 
please write giving details of your desired uodels, 
along with your Ideas for exotic locations/situations. 
We will send full details by return (all replies will 
be treated with the strictest confidence). Please 
reply to box 101. 

Old you 


and 



go for Pride 'SOT So did II I have a quiet 
.w....»hed house to share with one other gay uen, non* 
sooker. Regret that only those In regular paid work 
will be considered - references will be required, iox 
102 . 


of music 
found in 


of 


s iL 

king you feel 
te ana wanted. 


Fridays 


at 


the 


► Old yc 
furnls 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 


Are you looking for cheap office accouuodatlonf 
Starting frou Septeuber we are able to offer 
Inexpensive short*teru office space to other soall 
businesses. Mease write for full details outlining 
your type of business, iox lil. 


Gay nan, 40, Into videos, denlu, eating, Urookslde I 
safe funl Mease write iox 104. 

Video collector urgently wishes to locate a copy of 
'The East End Boys', 'The Irltlsh are Cooing' and 'The 
Stud video Collection 9 . Any help greatly appreciated. 
Sox 105. 

A A A A 





FIRST TUESDAY 

IN THE MONTH IS 

GAY NIGHT 

AT 


■LIVE A LET LIVE" - Lesbian 


A Ga 


alcoholics, meets ?pm, in 
the basement of St. Mary's 
House, 73 Baleigh St. 
Hattingham. For further 
info. contact Allan on 
(0602) 431226. 


AA Gr 




XT 




THE MERRION CENTRE 

J LEEDS 

39pm-2am. ADMISSION] 

ONLY £1 WITH THIS AD 

NEXT date: 

TUESDAY 2nd AUGUST 


There's a coach travelling 
from your town! 

For details telephone: 

LEEDS 758622 or 
557905 any time 
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"Ken Russell has fashioned a gem of a movie, 
his most delicious cinematic feast in years" 


Mf mOLLV^OOC PIPOPTFK 


NOTORIOUS, SCANDALOUS. WILDE! 


GLENDA 

JACKSON 


siRiTFf)?n 

JOHNS 


IMOGEN MILLAIS 

SCOTT 


5/IIPAE5 

IflSC-MHCE 

A KEN RUSSELL FILM 
OF AN OSCAP WILDE STORY 

GREEN LANE. DERBY 40170 


MUSHROOM 


BEADS, BAKGLES BUT VO HOKE 
BAKED BEEAD. . 

BUT VE ABE SECOVD TO V01E 
OUTSIDE LOVDOV 

for 

LESBIA1 & GAT LITERATURE 
Badges, triangles, earstuds, 
Posters, GAT TIKES, DIKEISIOK 
GAT LIFE. KETBO GAT. PIIK PAPER 

MUSHROOM BOOKSHOP 

fO Heathcote Street 
Nottingham 
tel; (0602) SS2S06 


■ lightsC'I'N-E-M-A ■ 

Sat 

16th 

GABDEIS OF STOIE 

5.00 

Sat 

16th 

BLUB VELVET 

8.00 

Sun 

17th 

ALL OF HE 

5. 00 

Sun 

17th 

GARDBXS OF STOIE 

8.00 

Fri 

22nd 

BETTY BLUE 

7.30 

Sat 

23rd 

90 DAYS 

5.00 

Sat 

23rd 

BETTY BLUE 

8.00 

Sun 

24th 

THE LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS 5.00 1 

Sun 

24th 

90 DATS 

8.00 

Fri 

29th 

MT GIKLFSIEID'S BOYFRIBID 

7.30 

Sat 

30th 

XT GIBLFSIEID'S BOYFRIBID 

5/8.00 

Sun 

31st 

ROXAHE 

5.00 

Sun 

31st 

XT GIRLFRIEID'S BOYFRIBID 

8.00 

Fri 

5th 

THE STEPFATHER 

7.30 

Sat 

6th 

XT SWEET LITTLE VILLAGE 

5.00 

Sat 

6th 

THE STEPFATHER 

8.00 

Sun 

7th 

WAXIER'S WACKTLAID 

5. 00 

Sun 

7th 

XT SWEET LITTLITVILLAGE 

8.00 

Fri 

12th 

DUDES 

7.30 

Sat 

13th 

ROUGH BAISER 

5. 00 

Sat 

13th 

DUDES 

8.00 



Broad Street, Nottingham 



ING 


comtjom u/ on... 

Wednesda y fat 9.50 
'MIDWEEK CABABET’ 

Fri . Sat.frSunday 
'WEEKENDER DISCO’ oj-chri/c 

20th July BROADWAY BIRDS, 
Papular Drag Dun 

24th July SUEDAT LUSCH, 

KISS ROSS. London Drag 

27th July VICKY GRAHAX, 

Drag Artist 

Cabaret every other Sunday, 
starting 24th July 


Ri/inq /un.Friarqate, Derby,DEI 

OUR TEL: 43960 
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You cant get away from it - Acid House 
has become this summer's dance 
soundtrack, with every serious 
dancefloor reverberating to the sound 
of hypnotic bleepings and bloopings 
from the likes of Tyree (with "Acid 
Over"), Reese & Santonio (with "Back 
to the Beat"), and Baby Ford (with 
"Oochy Koochy - F.U. Baby yeh yeh"). 
Baby Ford's track sports a baseline so 
powerful that it has already blown 
several London sound systems; my 
stereo is so far unaffected, but dare 
you let it onto your turntable? 

The knock-on effect of all this 
Acid dementia is that several quite 
unlikely pieces of music are getting 
bleeps and bloops grafted on in order 
to gain dancefloor acceptance: "No 

Clause 28" has just been given the 
treatment in a belated effort to hoist 
it into the top 40, but I fear the 
remix has come too late to save it. 
Jerry Dammers has got together with 
several exiled South African musicians 
to remake "Free Nelson Mandela" in a 
special 70th birthday "The Uhole world 
is Hatching" mix - but was the whole 
world expecting Acid House?! 
Actually, the combination works quite 
well, to a surprisingly mournful and 



melancholy effect. My long-shot tip 
for a surprise Number One is the 
superb "Ye Ke Ye Ke" by Mory Kante, a 
kora player from Mali who has topped 
the singles charts in several European 
countries. The track is full-blooded 
African music at its best, reminiscent 
of the great Sal if Keita - but on the 
12", what do we find? Yup, you've 
guessed it; an "Afro-Acid" remix from 
one of the guys who brought you "Pimm? 
Up The Volume", which eliminates all 
the kora playing, and ind eed just 
about all the instrumentation, and 
instead backs the vocals with some 
good old bleeps and bloops. The 
result isn't the travesty you might 
expect, though - it twitters its way 
along very nicely, though I hope the 
original gets most of the airplay, 

Graeme Park's Nottingham-based 
Groove have also jumped on the 
bandwagon, acidifying their "Car Hash" 
sampling "Submix (To The Beat)" and 
coupling it with a terrific new track, 
"Hijack the Beat", which injects its 
b's and b's with a 70's disco feel, 
thus neatly straddling two dance 
trends! However, things get 

ridiculous when people start doing 


House versions of X-Ray Spex songs 
(Diskord Datkord's "Identity"), The 
Old 6rey Vhistle Test 's t he me tune 
(Beats Workings's "Sure Beats 
ktorking), and the theme and dialogue 
from the Archers (The Federation's 
"Papa's Got A Brand New Gro-Bag" and 
"Underneath The Archers - Acid Rain on 
Ambridge Mix")!!! 

Other recommended releases; mchie 
Rich's "Turn It Up" - Sturdy Sample- 
filled volume-pumping fodder. Soul II 
Soul's "Fairplay” and the Brand New 
Heavies' "Got To Give"- gritty but 
laid-back soul from two young London 
outfits with strong female vocalists, 
There's also a double-sided reissue of 
two soul classics: James Brown's "I 
Got You" with Martha & The Vandellas' 
"Nowhere To Run". The Godfather's new 
album "I'm Real", produced by Full 
Force, is also well worth acquiring; 
it does sound like he's copying his 



copyists, but what the hell * - it's 
still great music! Finally , Bhangra 
collides with Motown and Hi-knergy in 
Romi Si Jazz's remake of "Reach Out 
(I'll Be There)", as Punjabi pop hits 
mainstream gay dancefloors - whatever 
next! 

That's your lot for this month; 
See you at the new, improved bigger 
and better "Fever" mega-disco at Eden 
on July 28th, and every other Thursday 
thereafter,,, 


THE NEW COSSACK 


ROY WELCOMES YOU TO SHEFFIELDS CITY CENTRE BAR 


NEWLY REFURBISHED IN 
FAB ART DECO 


NOW VIDEO SCREENS & 2 DJs 


FOOD LUNCHTIME & EVENINGS 


* TOP ENTERTAINMENT * 


AT DOORS CLOSE • J i: S-C* DOORS C?E*. till ’ I cc 

45 HOWARD STREET SHEFFIELD 

OPPOSITE RAILWAY STATON & BUS S T ATiO\ 


■LIVE & LET LIVE* - Lesbian & Gay 
AA Group for alcoholics, meets 2pm, 
in the basement of St. Mary's House, 
73 Raleigh St. Mottingnam. For 
further info. contact Allan on 
<0602) 431226. 
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Scared, worried, or Just 
confused about Aids ? 

Then King 

Nottingham 

Ai'dS 

Htinm 

m 2 

58552B 


Now open three nights a week. 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings /- 

^§For Confidential and Accurate 
Advice and Information 


Notttqham AH* Information Project 
Cjo C Y.S. 5"> Mansfield PfiadNottT ■ anN$1 5ff 
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» OOOSCOATE 
HOCKLEY BOSS23 



STOCKISTS OF A HIDE RANGE OF 
WHOLEFOODS INCLUDING BREAKFAST 
CEREALS,DRIED FRUIT,PULSES,NUTS 
AND SEEDS,HONEYS,SUGAR FREE JAM 
AND FLOURS ...PLUS. 

A LARGE SELECTION OF HEALTHY 
VEGETARIAN AND VEGAN 
CONVENIENCE MEALS. 

(Frozen, Packeted and tinned). 
All at reasonable prices. 

Wide selection of fresh take 
away Food and Bread daily. 
Also available - 
Fruit Juices, Organic Wines, 
Beyers and ciders. 


Increasingly catering 
for vegans! 


□□□□□□□ 


AN EVENING OF 

HOUSE SOUL DISCO RAP 



AT 

EDEN £i-5o® 

GREYHOUND ST 

THURSDAY 28 th JULY 
For Lesbians GayMen & Friends 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES DANCEFLOOR 































































































































































Anne Matthews is no stranger to 
Nottingham, She marched through the 
rain with a 1.000 others in October 
1986 against Notts County Council's 
refusal to implement their commitment 


to lesbian and gay rights, and 
previously attended the university for 
an English degree . The daughter of a 
retired British Telecom engineer, and 
convent educated she is one of a 
pioneering band of women carpenters and 
joiners and is one of the few women 
Council leaders in London. leading 
Labour-controlled Southwark Council ana 
the only out lesbian leader at that. 

But when 34-year old Anne Matthews 
first stood for election in May 1986 
she faced a barrage of anti-gay smears 
from political opponents and from 
within the ruling Labour Party . 
Matthews recalls: "1 was so angry that 
people should try to defeat me 
politically by playing on prejudice 
That I raised the issue in the Labour 
Group of councillors, m To many 
people's surprise not only did 
Matthew's fellow councillors roundly 
condemn the homophobic whispering 
campaign, they went on to elect her 
leader of the council, In this two- 
part feature, LAURENCE De SOUZA puts 
the questions and find out how it all 
happened, 

DO YOU COME FROM A FAMILY WITH A 
BACKGROUND IN POLITICS? 

Oh, not at all. My father voted Labour 
and had been very active all his life 
in the trades union movement but my 
mother votes Tory and came from an army 
family so there was always quite a 
divide about politics although my 
father my sister and myself had always 
voted Labour and identified with my 
father's politics. At first it was 
quite a surprise to me when I got into 
the sixth form and teachers were saying 
'you could go to university'. There 

was no tradition of further education 
in our family. But I went and did 
English at Nottingham with a view 
ultimately of teaching. I was not 
politically active at all at Nottingham 
University. 

YOU EVENTUALLY BECAME A CARPENTER WHICH 
IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM TEACHING 

Yes, following my degree I did a year’s 
teacher training ana then taught for a 
term in a Comprehensive School in 
Loughborough. I didnt enjoy haying to 
make sure the class was a disciplined 
body of people before I could get on 
with the job and thought that if thirty 
people dont really want to listen to me 
all at the same time that was quite 
understandable. I was also concerned 
that I would become too insular having 
gone from Convent to university to 
teaching without wider experience of 
the world outside, so I just left and 
moved to London and did a training 
course in carpentry and I'm now a 
carpenter. 

WHAT MADE YOU CHOSE CARPENTRY? 


All of my school and college holidays 
were spent at home decorating my 
parents house. I was good at it and 
this led me to decorating 
friends'houses; I actually earned money 
doing that. When I was 13. I tagged 
along behind my father and learned a 
lot From him, we did a lot of practical 
things including installing central 
heating at home. So when teaching 
didn't come up to expectations this was 
a natural choice. 
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Pete Burns is an 
independent video 

producer and is 
currently working on a 
production called "PIMK 
VID". It's a 

collection of short 
gags and sketches based 
around the gay scene. 
Vhen completed Tie hopes 
to distribute it to 

around the East 
anas. He is on the 
lookout for original 
material so if you have 
any funny stories to 
tell, he would like to 
hear from you. He can 
be contacted on (0602) 

401702. ± A A A A 




I 

l 

A. 


WAS YOUR ENTRY INTO POLITICS INFLUENCED 
BY A PARTICULAR POLITICAL EVENT? 

It wasn't so much by a particular event 
as by the friends 1 went to live with 
in Bermondsey in South East London both 
of whom had been at Nottingham 
University with me. We often sat into 
the early hours talking about politics 
and putting the world to rights and 
this led us to decide we had better 

shut up or get actively involved in a 
political organisation so the three of 
us joined the Labour Party at the end 
of 1979. 

YOU ASCENOED THE POLITICAL HEIRARCHY 
FAIRLY RAPIDLY. WHAT DO YOU ATTRIBUTE 
THIS TO? 

In 1981 there'd been the election of 
the new GLC, which was then led by Ken 
Livingstone, and the new mood of the 
Labour Party right across London, at 
that time, was to change the type of 
politics that Labour stood for. Whilst 
preparing for the elections, Peter. 
Tatchell actually said to me 'There 
aren't enough women standing why dont 
you stand'. I was really taken 
aback because I'd only joined the party 
in 1979 I never thought of myself as a 
potential elected representative; I 
didn't think I had earned my spurs if 
you like, served my apprenticeship, 


WAS THIS ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE FACT 
THAT WOMEN ARE GENERALLY ENCOURAGED NOT 
TO AIM HIGH? 

No, I dont think so, I actually think 
it was the fact that I'd only been in 
the party 18 months when Peter raised 
it, and though the Labour Party is not 
renowned for politically educating 
people, I really felt that being a 
middle class woman coming into a very 
strongly working area with a still 
strongly-working class Labour Party was 
even a stronger reason why I needed to 
do a bit more ground work before I 
deserved to be chosen to represent 
other people, 

WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED (TO CHANGE 
THIS)? 

Well I'd agreed to stand; the ward I 
actually lived in didn't fit with my 
politics or I didn't fit with its 
politics and I eventually stood for the 
ward where Peter himself lived which is 
a multi-racial area and much better 
fitted with the sort of politics I was 
interested in, 

AT THAT TIME WERE YOU OUT AS A LESBIAN? 
Not at all. it was not something that I 


p*uv di dii it, was not something that l 
wanted to bring into my public life and 
I didn t see it at the time as being 
particularly important, 

WHAT HAPPENED TO CHANGE YOUR MIND? 

Between 1982 and 1986 as a councillor I 
held various positions and the last one 
which was important to me was the Chair 
of the Womens Committee, I came out at 
that committee meeting and therefore 
obviously a number of people knew I was 
lesbian. In 1986 urfien I became Leader 
of the Council, I decided that, to 
prevent publicity being used against me 
personally or against the Council, it 
was important that I came out on my own 
terms. Besides I was one of only two 
lesbian leaders of a local authority in 
London (Linda Bellos was the other) 
and as I was going to be a fairly 
piiDlic figure, it was important I 
should say I was a lesbian and that I 
was proud of it. It would also mean 
that Southwark would have to do 
something significant in terms of 
lesbian and gay rights, 


In the next issue we look at some of 
the policies that Anne Matthews has 
been influential in promoting and her 
for the future,% 
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SOLICITORS 


We undertake all work, both civil and criminal. 

Legal Aid available. 

Free estimates given on request in respect of 
conveyancing matter and we can also arrange 

mortgages for you. 

Available for consultations at weekends by 

prior appointment. 

Ring Barrie Ward on Nottingham 419772 
or write to 2 Clarendon St. Nottingham 
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IN ALL EXTERNAL RESTORATION 

A WORKERS 
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CONKON OWNERSHIP MOVEMENT ' HYSON GREEN 

NOTTINGHAM 
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218772 


fel: (0602) 785841 
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Horth Staffordshire Gay 
Switchboard is running 
a recruitment drive for 
volunteers during July. 
Ho previous experience 
of telephone 

counselling is 

necessary as a full 
training course will be 

f rovided. Anyone 

nterested please ring 
(0782) 266998 during 

operating tines, Mon. « 
Veds, 8pnr-10pm or write 
c/o 46 Marsh Street, 
Hanley, Stoke—an-Trent, 
Staffs, ST1 1JD. 
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>1 new face cm the gay scene in 
Derby is the Olde Avebury, 
Osmastcm Road, (tel: 293408). It's 
right royally placed next to the 
Crown Derby factory (behind the 
Derby Royal Infirmary and only 
five minutes from the railway 
staticm). There is a disco bar 

combining a camfartablelounge, 

with a Tap Room Bar for those 
quieter moments, with pool table 
and darts. Plans are afoot for a 
garden and patio in an enclosed 
courtyard. And in a month or two 

several roams should be completed 
far bed and breakfast, they tell 
us. Dave, Alan Keith, Heath and 

licensee, Andy extend a warm 
welcome to anyone who likes a 
friendly venue with the best in Hi 
N.R.G. old and new. Xaybe see you 
there. 
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248 Ilkeston Road, Radford, Nottingham. 
Tel: 78067? (opposite Radford Primary School) 
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NOTTINGHAM GAY SWITCHBOARD, your helpline to 


J our helpline t 
on-Fri,7-10pm. 
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the gay/lesbian communities 
0602 411454. 

LESBIAN LINE, Confidential help/advice for 
lesbians, Mon. A Weds. 7,30~9pm, 0602 410652 

AIDS HELPLINE, Worried about AIDS? Call us Mon- 
Wed 7-10pa, Nottingham 585526. Accurate 
information can help reduce anxiety. 

NATIONAL AIDS HELPLINE (24 hours) 0800-567-123 
NOTTINGHAM GENERAL HOSPITAL VD CLINIC, 475989, 
Daily, Non-Fri, 9.30-11.30am, Tues A Weds. 2- 
3.30pm, Eves., Mon A Thurs. 4.30-6,30, Sats. 
Emergencies only, 9.30-10.30am. LEICESTER ROYAL 
INFIRMARY, Infirmary Close, (Nr. BR Station) 
V.D. Clinic, Tel: Leicester 541414 x 5208. 
LEICESTER LESBIAN/GAYLINE, Mon-Fri, 7.30- 
10.30pm Leicester 550667. 

DERBY FRIEND, 7-10pm, Weds, Derby 49333 
(answering service at other times or write c/o 
Derby CVS, Kings Chambers, Queens Street, 

Derby. DEI 3DA. 

DERBY AIDSLIME for help A confidential advice, 

- times). 

Derby 



DERBY ROYAL INFIRMARY, William Donald' (VD) 
Clinic, London Road, Derby 47141 x 504, 
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